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SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL’S 
LOCAL COMMITTEE  
IN EPSOM & EWELL 

 

CHRISTCHURCH RD/ WEST HILL 
PROPOSED ROAD SAFETY 

MEASURES 
 

5th APRIL 2004 
 
KEY ISSUE 
 
To establish an appropriate road safety scheme aimed at reducing vehicle 
speeds and accidents along the B280 Christchurch Road and West Hill, Epsom.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
Local residents have frequently raised concerns about road safety along the 
B280 Christchurch Road and West Hill.  The Accident Working Group has also 
highlighted these roads as having a history of personal injury accidents. 
Surrey County Council’s Transportation Studies and Project Development team 
were therefore appointed to investigate methods of reducing accidents and traffic 
speeds. 
Following an examination of the problems and consideration of possible 
solutions, 2 alternative schemes have been proposed.  The first consists 
principally of non-physical speed reducing measures, whilst the second proposes 
the widespread use of physical speed reducing measures.  This report seeks 
approval to establish a Members Working Group to consider which of the 
proposed measures should be included in a scheme to be taken forward to initial 
design and public consultation.  
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
The Committee is asked to agree that: 

i. A formal Members Working Group (consisting of the Chairman, local 
County and Borough Councillors, and a representative from the Stamford 
Ward Residents’ Association) is arranged to decide which measures are 
taken forward to initial design and consultation. 

ii. The Members Working Group agrees the format and timing of the 
consultation to be undertaken. 

iii. Details of the consultation are reported back to a future meeting of the 
Local Committee. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 Local residents have frequently expressed concern about vehicle speeds and 
road safety along the B280 Christchurch Road and West Hill. 

1.2 The Accident Working Group has also highlighted the B280 as having a history of 
personal injury accidents. 

1.3 In response to these concerns provision was made in the 2002/03 Local 
Transport Plan programme to conduct a feasibility study to investigate methods 
of reducing accidents and traffic speeds.  In January 2003 Surrey County 
Council’s Transportation Studies and Project Development team were appointed 
to undertake the study. 

1.4 The study examined the length of road between the junction of Christchurch 
Road with Horton Lane and the railway bridge on West Street.  This length of 
road is subject to a 30mph speed limit.  

1.5 Following completion of the study, a report of the findings was submitted.  The 
report proposed 2 alternative schemes that could be considered for 
implementation. 
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2. ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT DATA AND TRAFFIC SURVEYS 

2.1 The accident analysis originally undertaken as part of the study has been 
updated to include the latest available data. 

2.2 During the 3-year period to end of November 2003 there have been 12 personal 
injury accidents in the study area.  The locations of these accidents are shown on 
the plan attached as ANNEXE 1.  

2.3 In order to assess traffic speeds, automatic traffic counts were undertaken in 
Christchurch Road and West Hill.  A summary of the data recorded for the 8-day 
period, 22 –29 November 2002, is shown below: 

Count location Average daily 
(24hr) total 2-

way flow 
(vehicles) 

Average daily 
(24hr) 2-way 
mean speed 

(m.p.h.) 

Average daily (24hr) 
2-way 85th percentile 

speed (m.p.h.) 

Christchurch Rd 
(between 
Stamford Green 
Rd & the church) 

11,605 39 34 

West Hill 
(between 
Meadway & 
Hookfield) 

13,037 38 32 

(Note:  The 85th percentile speed is the speed at which 85 percent of vehicles are 
travelling at or below). 
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3. PROPOSALS 

3.1 2 alternative schemes aimed at reducing vehicle speeds and accidents were 
identified by the study.   

3.2 Drawing No. 3015/80, which will be on display at the meeting, gives details of 
scheme 1.  The main elements of this scheme are as follows: 

 Sensor activated over-height vehicle warning signs and signed diversion 
route for over-height vehicles. 

 Existing Toucan and Pelican crossings to be raised on road tables, and 
Pelican crossing near Wheelers Lane to be converted to a Toucan. 

 Areas of coloured surfacing with rumble effect incorporated. 

 Vehicle activated speed limit signs. 

 Additional waiting restrictions in the Meadway at the junction with the B280. 

 Replacement of chevron sign near Stamford Green Road with wooden verge 
marker posts and reflective road studs. 

3.3 Drawing No. 3015/81, which will be on display at the meeting, gives details of 
scheme 2.  The main elements of this scheme are as follows: 

 Entry treatments (i.e raised tables in side roads at their junctions with the 
B280). 

 Speed cushions at regular intervals. 

 Raised table junction to include the junction with Wheelers Lane and West 
Hill/Burnet Grove. 

 Slight relocation of Pelican crossing near Wheelers Lane and conversion to a 
Toucan Crossing plus associated footway construction. 

3.4 In addition, the measures below are included as part of both proposals:  

 Extension of existing shared use cycle/footway from Christ Church to 
Marshalls Close. 

 Measures to further highlight the start of the 30mph speed limit on 
Christchurch Road. 

 Street lighting improvements and rationalisation of street furniture. 



Item 8   

 
 

5

 

4. WAY FORWARD 

4.1 In deciding which are the most appropriate measures to implement, careful 
consideration needs to be given to specific local factors.  These include the local 
environment, the proximity of the B280 to schools and the volume and 
composition of traffic using the route. 

4.2 Surrey County Council’s Safety Audit team have provided initial comments on the 
proposed schemes.  These comments will also need to be considered.  

4.3 In light of the above factors Officers believe it to be more appropriate to introduce 
a combination of measures taken from the 2 schemes, rather than simply opting 
to implement one of the schemes in full. 

4.4 It is therefore proposed that a Members Working Group (consisting of the 
Chairman, local County and Borough Councillors, and a representative from the 
Stamford Ward Residents’ Association) is arranged to decide which measures 
are taken forward to initial design and consultation. 

5. CONSULTATION 

5.1 Meetings were held with local County and Borough Members and the Stamford 
Ward Residents’ Association prior to the feasibility study being prepared.  Their 
views were sought on what they felt the problems were and how these could be 
addressed.  

5.2 Wider public consultation will be undertaken once agreement has been reached 
on an appropriate scheme to be taken forward.  The Members’ Working Group 
will establish the format and timing of this consultation. 

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 At present there is no funding available through the Local Transport Plan capital 
allocation to progress improvement measures in Christchurch Road and West 
Hill. 

6.2 However, it is expected that funding will become available for the proposals as 
part of the development of the West Park Hospital site.   
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7. CONCLUSION AND REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 Local residents have frequently raised concerns about vehicle speeds and road 
safety along the B280 Christchurch Road and West Hill.     

7.2 Traffic surveys confirm that there is a problem with speeding traffic, and accident 
records indicate that there is a history of personal injury accidents. 

7.3 A feasibility study has therefore been undertaken to investigate methods of 
reducing accidents and traffic speeds.  After examining the existing problems the 
study identified 2 alternative schemes that could be considered for 
implementation.   

7.4 Whilst both schemes put forward have individual merits, consideration also 
needs to be given to introducing a combination of measures taken from the 
schemes.  This report therefore seeks approval to arrange a Members Working 
Group to decide which measures should be included in a scheme to be taken 
forward to initial design stage and consultation. 

Report by: Martyn Williams, Local Transportation Director 

 
LEAD/CONTACT OFFICER: Jason Gosden, Senior Engineer  
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: 01372 832293  

 

 
 


