
COMMUNITIES, ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS SELECT COMMITTEE 

 

Item under consideration: Update on the Council’s Involvement in Aviation 

Matters 

 

Date considered: 3 July 2025 

 

The Communities, Environment and Highways Select Committee received an update 

on the Council’s Involvement in Aviation Matters presented by the Cabinet Member 

for Environment, with support from the Director of Environment and Planning.  This 

enabled the Community, Environment and Highways Select Committee to review the 

impact of three major airports on Surrey and provide its feedback. 

 

Surrey County Council has a clear interest in contributing to the unfolding agenda 

with aviation and the planned expansion of airports. Airports, travel demand, noise 

and air pollution are all crucial issues for Surrey’s residents.  

The Committee seeks to provide scrutiny input into these areas to ensure that it is 

fully appraised of developments in both aviation and airport expansion. The Select 

Committee noted the Council’s current engagement with Heathrow Airport Limited 

and Gatwick Airport Limited.  

 

Surrey County Council has conducted recent work on aviation and airport expansion. 

During discussion on the Plan the Select Committee noted that 

 

• The County Council has three full council resolutions in respect of airport 

expansion. These have included the economic benefits as well as the 

environmental and surface access issues.  

• The Secretary of State for Transport conducted an examination in public in 

2024 regarding Gatwick Airport Limited’s Development Consent Order for the 

routine use of its northern standby runway. This led to the Secretary of State for 

Transport to issue a ‘minded to grant’ consent letter with the final decision due 

on 27 October 2025.  
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• The Chancellor announced Government support for a third runway at Heathrow 

in January 2025. Heathrow has announced an upgrade to facilities and services 

within the airport and investment in the transport network within their boundary. 

Heathrow is also pursuing a planning application to enable departures from its 

northern runway.  

• Farnborough Airport Limited submitted a planning application to vary the 

conditions on their existing planning permission to facilitate an increase in the 

caps on annual and non-weekday flights and to increase the use of heavier 

aircraft. This application is due to be determined by 30 June 2025. 

• The Committee heard that residents not impacted by airports directly are often 

impacted by over-flying. The responsibility for aircraft noise rests with the 

Government although residents often turn to the council when changes to 

airspace are proposed. The Government has committed to a UK Airspace 

Design Service and has stated that there will be a consultation by September 

2025 on a package of changes to airspace design, involving impacted 

stakeholders. 

 

The Committee also recognised the positive benefits that the airports have on 

Surrey, including as significant employers in the local community. 

 

The Committee questioned how the Council could engage with each of the three 

private companies running Gatwick, Heathrow and Farnborough airports, as well as 

central government.  Airport activity and aviation were both of significant interest to 

Surrey’s residents as the county is impacted by each of the airports and they are all 

of significant size.  The Committee expressed concern that there was no mechanism 

for Local Authorities to review and contribute to considerations around the noise 

envelope at Gatwick Airport or to represent Surrey residents’ interests in relation to 

airport expansion. 

 

After detailed discussion and noting the responses to its key lines of enquiry, the Select 

Committee agreed the following recommendations for Cabinet to consider. 
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Recommendation  

 

That the Communities, Environment and Highways Select Committee: 

 

I. Notes the work that has been undertaken in respect of aviation matters 

and the further work that will be required in respect of Gatwick and 

Heathrow Airports. This work has been done in accordance with the Full 

Council motions. 

II. Agrees that an annual report should be made to the Select Committee so 

that it is kept abreast of the Council’s work on aviation and airports. In the 

meantime, the Committee requests an update on any airport expansions 

within the County as they are announced. 

III. Concludes that, in addition to the further analysis necessary on the impact 

of expansion by both Gatwick Airport and Heathrow Airport, the 

Department should further explore the impact that Farnborough Airport’s 

activities have on residents and update the Committee. 

IV. Recommends that further work is undertaken to identify the current 

demand on Surrey’s infrastructure that each of the airports creates and 

that this data is used as a baseline to explore what airport expansion in 

Gatwick and Heathrow may mean for Surrey in future. 

V. Recommends that Cabinet seeks to identify opportunities to mitigate the 

impact on Surrey’s roads of increased demand caused by people driving 

to airports.  

VI. Requests that the Cabinet Member makes further representations to the 

Secretary of State requesting a mechanism for engagement with Local 

Authorities on the development of the noise envelope.  

VII. Requests that Cabinet works with Local Authority partners to develop and 

submit a case jointly, if appropriate, on the noise envelope. 

VIII. Requests that the Cabinet Member explores options to make 

representations and to apply more pressure to increase engagement by 

Heathrow and Gatwick Airports with the Council and with Surrey residents.   
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Cllr Keith Witham – Chairman, The Communities, Environment and Highways 

Select Committee 

 

Background papers 

 

Updates on the Council’s Involvement in Aviation Matters. 

 

Item 7 1 - Update on the Councils Involvement in Aviation Matters Report.pdf 

 

Minutes of Communities, Environment and Highways Select Committee of 3 July 

2025  

Agenda for Communities, Environment and Highways Select Committee on 

Thursday, 3 July 2025, 10.00 am - Surrey County Council 
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https://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/documents/s103254/Item%207%201%20-%20Update%20on%20the%20Councils%20Involvement%20in%20Aviation%20Matters%20Report.pdf
https://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=783&MId=9528&Ver=4
https://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=783&MId=9528&Ver=4
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